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This article has been corrected: The authors would like to correct the invasion assay image of the SMMC-7721 cells 
control group in Figure 3L. It was found that this image overlaps to a small degree the image of the SMMC-7721 
miR-22-3p inhibitor group. This was the result of an unintentional error in the naming of the image file for the miR-
22-3p inhibitor group. The authors provided the original data and corrected this error with an image from the 
original sets of experiments. This error does not affect the study’s conclusions, because the analysis was conducted 
using the correct datasets from repeated experiments. 
 

The corrected version of Figure 3 is provided below. 
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Figure 3. Effects of miR-22-3p on stemness and metastasis of HCC cells. (A) Tumorspheres formation ability of HCC cells in control, 

negative-control, miR-22-3p mimic and inhibitor groups. (B) The tumorspheres were quantified. *P < 0.05. (C, D) Population of EPCAM- positive 
HCC cells in control, negative-control, miR-22-3p mimic and inhibitor groups. *P < 0.05. (E, F) Population of CD133- positive HCC cells in control, 
negative-control, miR-22-3p mimic and inhibitor groups. *P < 0.05. (G) The representative images of tumors taken from athymic mice inoculated 
with SMMC-7721 cells in control, negative-control, miR-22-3p mimic and inhibitor groups are shown. (H) The growth of tumor was calculated. 
Each group consisted of five mice. *P < 0.05. (I) The tumor weight was quantified. Each group consisted of five mice. *P < 0.05. (J) Representative 
image showing the migration of HCC cells in control, negative-control, miR-22-3p mimic and inhibitor groups. (K) The migrated cells were 
quantified. *P < 0.05, n = 3. (L) Representative image showing the invasion of HCC cells in control, negative-control, miR-22-3p mimic and 
inhibitor groups. (M) The invaded cells were quantified. *P < 0.05, n = 3. 
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