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This article has been retracted: Aging has completed its investigation of this paper. We found multiple external 
duplications of the panels showing colony formation assays in Figure 5C. The authors reused previously published 
data from colony formation assay published in a different study [1] and again used some of the images in a later 
published article [2]. In addition, there are duplications of plate images from papers from unrelated labs [3, 4]. The 
corresponding author asked to withdraw/retract this paper and mentioned that: “the first author mislabeled the 
samples and I lost the confidence in the reliability of the conclusion.” No responses were received from the other 
authors. Because the validity of the reported results and conclusions is under the question, the Aging Editors 
retracted this article. 
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